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Enbridge Pipeline Hearing Statement  National Energy Board 
Review Panel 

Established in 1959, the National Energy Board is an independent federal regulatory 
agency regulating various sectors of the energy industry, including construction and operation of 
interprovincial/ international pipelines; pipeline traffic, tolls, and tariffs; construction and 
operation of international/interprovincial power lines; export/import of natural gas; export of oil 
and electricity; and frontier oil and gas activities.  Furthermore, the NEB has the responsibilities 
of providing energy advice to the Minister of Natural Resources in various areas; conducting 
studies and reports where requested by the Minister; conducting specific energy matters studies, 
holding public inquiries when appropriate; and monitoring the current and future supplies of the 
major Canadian energy commodities.  The primary purpose of the NEB is to regulate pipelines, 
energy development, and trade in the Canadian public interest.  With that said, the final 
outcome of the Enbridge Northern Gateway projects rests in the hands of the NEB. 

 The Enbridge Northern Gateway project is an oil pipeline project extending from near 
Edmonton to Kitimat.  The project consists of two pipes; one 36-inch carrying petroleum 
westward to Kitimat and one 20-inch carrying condensate to near Edmonton.  Both pipes will be 
approximately 1177 kilometres in length.  The west-bound pipe carrying petroleum has the 
ability to transport approximately 525,000 barrels of petroleum per day, while the east-bound 
pipe is able to transport approximately 193,000 barrels of condensate per day.  Condensate is 
used to thin petroleum products to aid pipeline transportation.  Construction is projected to 
commence in the third quarter of 2014, and the pipeline will be commissioned in the third 
quarter of 2017.  Should the pipeline be commissioned, there will be significant gains for not 
only British Columbians and Albertans, but all of Canada as well.  Over a 30 year period, the 
GDP would increase by over 270 billion dollars, labour income would increase by over 48 billion 
dollars, Federal, Provincial, and Territorial Government revenues would increase by over 81 
billion dollars, and over 558,000 employment years will be created.  Albertans will benefit from 
over 350 million dollars in tax money paid during the project and over 1.58 billion dollars from 
the money spent on the project.  In addition, 17 full-time jobs will be created in Alberta.  In 
British Columbia, approximately 3000 jobs will be created during construction and 560 jobs will 
be long term employment.  On the other hand, Aboriginals will also benefit as Enbridge is 
offering the Aboriginal people a 10% share in the 5.5 billion dollar pipeline project.  It is 
projected that the pipeline will generate approximately 280 million dollars in the first year of 
operations for the Aboriginals.  However, all these positive impacts will also have negative ones.  
Most of the controversy sparked in the public is due to the risk of oil spills and contaminations 
within parks and protected areas of BC.  Enbridge has a notorious track record of its lack of 
responsibility in cleaning up spills in a timely fashion. In a major spill in the US, not only did 
Enbridge delay the completion date of the clean up by years, it also deceived the public by 
covering patches of oil with straw.  On the other hand, Enbridge s job projection figures rests 
upon the assumption that if the workers were not employed by Enbridge, they would not be 
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employed at all.  Ultimately, if the oil pipe gets approved, it will hurt customers as petroleum 
prices will rise to offset the capital needed to construction the pipe itself. 

 The National Energy Board is heavily involved with the Enbridge Northern Gateway 
project as it is the body that ultimately decides whether the project is allowed to proceed or not.  
We, as a board, are open to each side and are willing to take in every opinion out there. The 
National Energy Board is neutral and is not biased in any way or form.  What we are looking for 
is a proposal that will have a positive economic impact, positive impact on the citizens, and a 
minimal impact on the environment.  However, the most ideal proposal would be one where 
both sides could agree on and we as the National Energy Board feel that we have the ability to 
bring both sides to an agreement. 

 Some issues that need to be touched upon include the environmental concerns, 
Enbridge , and the amount of information that Enbridge is hiding or 
deceiving the citizens.  Enbridge has not stated the approximate lifespan of the material used in 
the pipelines as well as whether or not they contain toxic materials.  In addition, will the pipes 
and welding joints be able to withstand the settlement within the earth?  These are all questions 
that Enbridge has yet to answer.  Enbridge also has an extremely poor track record of cleaning 
up spills.  For example, with the case in the US, Enbridge delayed and delayed the completion 
date for clean-up numerous of times.  In the end, they ended up covering the oil patches with 
straw to fool the citizens.  We have to ask ourselves.  Is this the company that we want putting 
in three feet in diameter pipes in the ground?  What if the pipes do leak in the future?  What will 
happen to the ecosystems?  Will Enbridge step up and really clean up the mess they created?  
Or will they just deceive the public?  How will the mitigate the damages caused to the wildlife?  
All these questions have yet to be answered.  Also, Enbridge
for such a large scale project.  They say that 560 long term jobs will be created, but that is 
based on the assumption that the people were not previously working for Enbridge.  However, 
Enbridge should be praised for the fact that they are trying to emphasize the fact that jobs will 
be created and the economy and GDP will greatly increase in the future.  We as the National 
Energy Board want to ultimately hear a proposal where all parties agree with each other as well 
as answers to our questions from all the parties.  
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