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30 October 2012!
RE: Northern Gateway Pipeline - District of Kitimat!
!
To the National Energy Board Joint Review Panel,!
!
! I am writing to represent the Municipal Council of the District of Kitimat in the 
hearings for the Northern Gateway Pipeline project proposed by Enbridge, Inc. Although I 
personally support this project, I am legally obliged to give my Council's position on the 
matter in extra-municipal affairs. I ask the Panel to consider the following carefully.!
!
! Kitimat is a town of 8,335 in Northern British Columbia at the end of the Douglas 
Channel. Since its modern founding in the 1950s by Alcan, it has fostered important 
aluminium, paper, and natural gas industries, arguably becoming the industrial heartland of 
the Kitimat-Stikine region. Before Kitimat's modern existence, the Haisla people lived in this 
area, and today we share a great relationship with our Haisla neighbours in nearby Kitimaat 
Village.  !
!
! Recently, our economic situation has deteriorated in spite of our history of industry. In 
the past 2006 census, my town unfortunately experienced the largest population percentage 
decline in the entire of Canada, and it declined again in the 2011 census. One of our most 
important employers, Eurocan Pulp and Paper, closed down in 2009, bringing hardship to 
many families in Kitimat. Despite this, our economic base is rebounding. The original 
aluminium industry is modernizing its facilities and greening its technology, creating as many 
2,500 jobs in our area. A new natural gas plant and export company, Kitimat LNG, will take 
over the previous Eurocan site and create many jobs operating the pipeline and marine 
terminal. It has already been approved by your Board and by our Haisla neighbours. These 
are clear signs that Kitimat's economy has weathered the worst of its economic storm. !
!
! The community at Kitimat is also very proud of the nature that surrounds our town. 
Many of our residents enjoy the surrounding Great Bear Rainforest through many activities, 
such as hiking, skiing, fishing, camping, mountaineering, and sailing. Our town was planned 
as a "Garden City"; thus, many pockets of forest and parkland dot the residential and 
commercial areas of Kitimat. Nature is also key to our tourism, which heavily advertises the 
wealth of natural beauty that Kitimat offers. We have begun a new initiative encouraging 
retirees to settle in Kitimat, and our image as a scenic, nature-rich town is central to that 
initiative. !
!
! The Northern Gateway Pipeline project has everything to do with Kitimat. The 
company Enbridge, Inc. is proposing two pipelines that will transport oil from Edmonton to 
the port of Kitimat, and condensate (an oil "thinner") back to Edmonton, through Northern 
BC. It would then involve shipping the oil from a newly built marine terminal in Kitimat to 
Asian markets through double-hulled marine tankers. I understand that Enbridge estimates 
that 400 temporary workers would be hired to build the Kitimat portion of the pipeline and 
the marine terminal, and that 165 long-term jobs would be sustained in Kitimat. As well, the 
money that Enbridge will spend to supply the pipeline operations and provision its employees 
will benefit local businesses not only in Kitimat but across Northern BC. The greater 
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relationships developed between Canada and Asian countries through this project could 
greatly enhance Kitimat's global status as a unique and profitable business and investment 
opportunity, as well as improve our status as Canadians in the whole. Enbridge has also told 
us much of the technology that they will implement to prevent leaks. !
!
! My council also understands the environmental implications surrounding this 
proposal. Our Haisla neighbours, other First Nations in BC, and indeed many Kitimatians 
have expressed their concerns about the risk of pipeline leaks and tanker spills. Many 
concerned residents have pointed out the varied dangers of oil spills, especially in the Great 
Bear Rainforest and the Douglas Channel. The council has asked your Board and Enbridge 
about possible effects of a spill on municipal water quality. We are also reminded of the Exxon 
Valdez spill, which greatly affected and is still greatly affecting the marine wildlife in the 
region. Such an impact on the Douglas Channel or the Kitimat River would have a 
detrimental impact on the salmon populations, the salmon hatchery, and our numerous 
residents who fish and boat not only for pleasure but for sustenance. Enbridge's record must 
also be considered; its pipelines have been the cause of 21 million litres of oil product spills 
since the turn of the millenium, and recently, the spill in the Kalamazoo River in Michigan in 
2010 leaked around 3.7 million litres of crude, creating a very dangerous environmental 
hazard. !
!
! As the destination port of the Northern Gateway pipeline, Kitimat has a unique 
situation in this controversial proposal. In terms of economic opportunities, this represents a 
beneficial way to create more stable jobs in the region. Our council is seriously concerned the 
aforementioned economic problems that Kitimat experienced. Although the situation seems to 
have gotten better, we are very open to any new projects, such as Northern Gateway, to create 
more stable jobs to return population back to its original level of 15,000. Our unemployment 
rate, still at 12%, would also welcome the boost. Furthermore, the project would increase 
Kitimat's industrial reputation in our region, enticing new companies to invest in Kitimat. This 
would also be important for Kitimat's "Retire in Kitimat" marketing, as more jobs, workers, 
and status would bring increased health funding and services to Kitimat General Hospital to 
cope with new retirees. Most importantly, however, this project would highlight Kitimat's 
interest in energy resources, of which we have much around our town. Previous and future 
natural gas projects demonstrate this, and because of them we have been accustomed to much 
natural gas tanker traffic. Some councillors view oil tankers as a minor progression from this. !
!
! As mentioned before, however, the Council is concerned about the environmental 
situation. We are the only place in BC where a double threat of both tanker spills and pipeline 
spills is possible. Fishing, boating, hiking, and aquatic wildlife form integral parts to our 
fabric, and responses that we have received from Enbridge, particularly about possible effects 
on the Kitimat River from spills, have not been as optimistic nor as detailed as some 
councillors expected. Both our Haisla neighbours and a councillor have found Enbridge's 
conduct when consulting First Nations and Northern communities to be brash and insincere. 
Lastly, tourism would possibly be affected by the image of the pipeline.!
!
! Ultimately, therefore, my council has decided to remain neutral on this topic until your 
Panel has reached a conclusion on the potential environmental detriments. However, we will 
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continue to voice Kitimat's issues and concerns throughout the hearing. The most important 
part of this controversy to Kitimat is the environmental risk mitigation technology that 
Enbridge is putting in place - if these are sufficient, Kitimat has less reason to remain neutral.  
Thus, we call on Enbridge to clear up details on their spill response plans and their actions in 
case of a threat to Kitimat's water and aquatic wildlife. We also call on the Haisla to explain 
their concurrent support for Kitimat LNG and opposition to Northern Gateway. We ask those 
opposed to the pipeline to substantiate their concerns about the risk of spills and the 
technology and methods that Enbridge is implementing. !
!
! Finally, the importance for increased compromise cannot be stressed enough. For 
Kitimat to make a decision to support the pipeline, both Enbridge and the opposed parties 
must work to find a solution that enhances environmental protection and provides similar 
economic benefits to Kitimat and the region as a whole. Although we have our own ideas for 
this, we invite the other parties to take initiative in creating a solution reasonable to all parties.!
!
Sincerely,!
Mrs. Joanne Monaghan!
Her Worship the Mayor of the District of Kitimat!
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